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Chattanooga Area Veterans Council 
Serving veterans and their organizations of East Tennessee, North Georgia and North Alabama 

 
 

CAVC Awards and 

Installation Banquet 
 

The Annual CAVC Awards and Installation Banquet 

takes place 18 March 2016, starting at 6:00 pm at 

Chattanooga Convention Center.  Advance reservations 

are required.  Individual cost is $30 per person.  A table 

of 8 will be $225. 

 

The dinner menu includes London Broil or Salmon, 

Chef Choice Vegetable, Chef Choice Starch, Warm 

Rolls, Garden Market Salad, New York Cheese Cake, 

Tea, water, and coffee. 

 

The guest speaker will be 

Captain Christopher M. Cotton, 

USMC.  Captain Cotton 

assumed the duties as Inspector-

Instructor, Battery M, Third 

Battalion, 14th Marine 

Regiment on 31 July 2014. 

He enlisted in the Marine Corps 

in December 1996 and attended 

Recruit Training at MCRD, San 

Diego.  In April 1997, Private 

Cotton reported to Marine 

Aviation Training Support 

Group-21 (MATSG-21) in Pensacola, Florida where he 

completed the Basic Aviation Electrician’s (AE) Course.   

Upon Completion of the AE Course, Private First Class 

Cotton continued his electrical education, and attended 

MOS school in Lemoore, California.  After graduating 

from MOS school, he was designated as a 6337, F/A-18 

Electrician.   

In February 1998, Lance Corporal Cotton reported to his 

first FMF duty station, VMFA-232 Red Devils, in 

Miramar, California. While serving as an electrician, he 

deployed to Iwakuni, Japan.  He held multiple billets, 

including Shop Supervisor, Collateral Duty Inspector, 

and Plane Captain.  During his tour with the Red Devils, 

he was promoted to Corporal and Sergeant.     

 

 

In January 2001, Sergeant Cotton returned to MATSG-

21 in Pensacola, Florida where he served as an instructor 

at the AE schoolhouse.  While serving as an instructor, 

he attended Sergeants Course in Quantico, Virginia and 

was selected for the Marine Enlisted Commissioning 

Education Program (MECEP).   He reported as a 

MECEP student to the University of Idaho, in August 

2002. During the summer of 2003 Staff Sergeant Cotton 

attended Officer Candidate School.  He graduated from 

the University of Idaho in December 2005 with a 

Bachelor of Science degree in Conservation Science.  

In April 2006, Second Lieutenant Cotton attended The 

Basic School (TBS) in Quantico, Virginia. Upon 

completion of TBS he reported to Fort Sill, Oklahoma, 

where he was designated as an 0802, Field Artillery 

Officer.  In April 2007, he reported to Battery F, 2d 

Battalion, 10th Marines.  While serving with Battery F, 

Second Lieutenant Cotton deployed in support of 

OPERATION IRAQI FREEDOM as the Officer in 

Charge, Regional Detention Facility, Fallujah.  Upon 

returning from Iraq, First Lieutenant Cotton was 

assigned as the Executive Officer for Battery F.  After 

serving as the Battery Executive Officer, he was selected 

to serve as the Aide de Camp for Richard T. Tryon, 

Commanding General, 2d Marine Division and 

Commanding General, Multi National Force-West.  

In July, 2010, Captain Cotton attended the Expeditionary 

Warfare School. Upon completion, he was assigned to 

3d Battalion, 11th Marines, where he served as 

Commanding Officer of Headquarters Battery, Battery I 

and Battery M. Captain Cotton also served as the 

Assistant Fires Support Coordinator and Battalion 

Logistics Officer.  He deployed to Okinawa, Japan in 

support of the Unit Deployment Program and Ulaan 

Batar, Mongolia in support of Exercise KHAAN 

QUEST.  

The Banquet reservation form is on page 9 of this 

newsletter.  For questions or additional information 

contact Mark Parks at parks8192@gmail.com. 

 

mailto:parks8192@gmail.com
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Special Thanks to our CAVC 
member Organizations 

 
Chattanooga Area Veterans Council Board would like to 
thank the following member organizations who have paid 
their 2016 dues:  

 

American Legion Post 14, Chattanooga 
American Legion Post 159, Hixson 

USS Carbonero Base Submarine Veterans 
USS Haddo Base Submarine Veterans 

Regional Outreach Veterans Engagement Resources 
VFW Post 3679, Ft. Oglethorpe 
VFW Post 4848, Chattanooga 

Get Veterans Involved 
Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) 

Project Healing Waters Fly Fishing 
Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter 203 

Associates of Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter 203 
Military Order of the Purple Heart Chapter 1945 

Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter 942 
American Legion Auxiliary Unit 95, East Ridge 

South East Tennessee Veterans Coalition 
 

Member dues helps to cover the cost of meeting meals, 
plaques, PO Box, stationery, programs, etc. 

 

 
 

 

Election Commission looking 
for more veterans 

 
As you know, the Presidential Primary Election will be held on 
March 1, 2016 and The Hamilton County Election Commission 
is in need of additional poll workers.  Many veterans active in 
the Chattanooga Area Veterans Council are working with the 
Election Commission but they would like to have more.  Below 
are answers to some frequently asked questions that should 
prove to be helpful.  
 
Frequently Asked Questions: 
 
·        Will I be paid to work on Election Day? 
Yes. Your income will depend on the duty you perform, but the 
range is from $100 to $160 for the Officer of Election. 
 
·        Will training be provided? 
Yes. As a new worker, you will attend one required training 
session and you will be paid $20 to attend this class. 
2016 Training dates: January 10 - 14 & January 18 - 23 
Attend one training session, which usually lasts around 2 
hours.  A morning and afternoon session will be offered, as 
well as one Saturday. 
 
·        What will the hours be on Election Day? 
You will need to report to your assigned polling location no 
later than 7:00am.  You are required to stay at the polling place 
until the polls close at 8:00pm and all of the election equipment 
has been properly stored. 
 
·        What should I bring with me? 
You should bring food, beverages and any medications you 
are required to take for the day. You may also bring a book or 
magazines. 
 
·        Job Requirements: 
You must be a registered voter in Hamilton County OR at least 
17 years old and a resident of Hamilton County.  You must be 
willing to commit to work the full 14 hours on Election Day.  
You must be able to understand and follow written directions.  
You must be willing to attend the training session before each 
election.  You will be cross-trained and expected to perform 
multiple jobs. 
 
NOTE:  Government employees cannot be election officials. 
School teachers and employees of higher education may work. 
While there is no law against it, close relatives of candidates 
on the ballot will not be hired. 
 
For more information call or visit the Election Commission. 
To apply, fill out the application on the website and email or 
snail mail it to the address provided.  The Poll Worker 
application is under the “Election Info” tab on the website. 
 
 
Kerry B. Steelman / Administrator of Elections 
Hamilton County Election Commission 
700 River Terminal Road / Chattanooga, TN 37406 / P: 
423.493.5100 / F: 423.493.5101 
http://elect.hamiltontn.gov/ 

The Department of Music at the University of 
Tennessee in Chattanooga invites you to 
two upcoming performances honoring 
Chattanooga’s fallen servicemen.  The 
musical tribute “Five” composed by UTC 
Associate Professor Kenyon Wilson, is a 
joint commission involving over 57 high 
school, university, community, and military 
bands.    The first performance will be 
Saturday, February 20 at 5:00, presented by 
the 2016 Tri-State Honor Band, a group 
consisting of select high school students 
throughout the region.  The second 
performance will be Tuesday, February 23 at 
7:30, presented by the UTC Concert Band.  
Both events will be in the Roland Hayes 
Concert Hall in the Fine Arts Center.  
Admission is free and open to the public.      
For more information and a list of other 
performances, please visit 
www.kenyonwilson.com. 

 

http://elect.hamiltontn.gov/
http://www.kenyonwilson.com/
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39th Annual Airborne 
Awards Festival 

Each year, the Atlanta chapter is honored to host 
this awards festival celebrating all Airborne veterans 
past and present. The 39th Annual Airborne Awards 
Festival, taking place in Atlanta, 13~16 April 2016, at the 
Airport Marriott, will honor those that served in the 
Vietnam War.  General (Ret) Ann Dunwoody will be the 
guest speaker, plus several new events will be added to 
the festival this year, including: 

 the trip to Fort Benning trip will include an actual 
Airborne Graduation ceremony 

 the Atlanta History Center trip will be followed by 
an opportunity to visit a certified target shooting 
range 

 Military briefing 

 a free, onsite VA health screening 

 American Values Traveling Museum will display 
items of our country’s military throughout its 
history and will be onsite Saturday afternoon 
before the Awards Banquet 

The legends, the heroes, the organizers and the 
planners of the Airborne community turn out for this ALL 
Airborne festival, from WWII to present day, along with 
the leaders of most Airborne associations across the 
nation. The Donald D. Lassen Atlanta All-Airborne 
Chapter welcomes all Airborne, Rangers, Special 
Forces, and Friends of the Military from across the globe 
to join us. 

You need to register for the festival before March 15, 
2016. All 300 reserved seats are expected to go quickly, 
so register today to make sure you get a seat. 

For more information and to register visit the website: 

http://www.82nd-atlanta.com/2016-airborne-awards-
festival/?utm_medium=email&sslid=MzG0NDY0MjSyMD
AEAA&sseid=MzUxNjY0tjQFAA&jobid=ec45de73-5ee5-
42df-afdc-70f1d9e9143f  

 
 
 
 
 

 

Fundraiser for Ringgold 
High School JROTC 

 
FRESH strawberries from Plant City, Florida 
 
The strawberries will be delivered 
between February 19th and March 
18th, right after they come out of 
the fields – nice and ripe, plump 
and juicy!!!!   Each flat will contain 
6½ pounds of berries for only 
$20.00 each!!!! 

For more information, please call Judy Williamson. Her 
son, Joshua, is a freshman at Heritage High School and 
is a member of the JROTC. Her husband, Robbie, is a 
US Army Veteran and long haul trucker. 

Judy Williamson 
The Pampered Chef 
Independent Senior Consultant 
706-623-1990 
www.pamperedchef.biz/judywilliamson 

https://www.facebook.com/judyspamperedkitchen 

If you know of anyone who may be interested, please 
have them contact Chris Dooley Mentor Coordinator, at 
702-701-2858 or Ruffian19@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

Chattanooga Area Veterans Council 
PO Box 24984 

Chattanooga, TN   37422 
 

Check out our website at www.chattareaveterans.com  
 
Billy Hewitt, Chairman  423-894-3568 
Mickey McCamish, Chair-Elect 423-394-0024 
Alan Syler, Vice-Chairman 423-855-6876 
Patty Parks, Immed. Past Chair. 423-326-0839 
Mark Parks, Treasurer  423-326-0839 
Carol Laing, Secretary  423-309-1457 
 
CAVC is a 501c19 non-profit veteran organization. 

 

http://www.82nd-atlanta.com/2016-airborne-awards-festival/?utm_medium=email&sslid=MzG0NDY0MjSyMDAEAA&sseid=MzUxNjY0tjQFAA&jobid=ec45de73-5ee5-42df-afdc-70f1d9e9143f
http://www.82nd-atlanta.com/2016-airborne-awards-festival/?utm_medium=email&sslid=MzG0NDY0MjSyMDAEAA&sseid=MzUxNjY0tjQFAA&jobid=ec45de73-5ee5-42df-afdc-70f1d9e9143f
http://www.82nd-atlanta.com/2016-airborne-awards-festival/?utm_medium=email&sslid=MzG0NDY0MjSyMDAEAA&sseid=MzUxNjY0tjQFAA&jobid=ec45de73-5ee5-42df-afdc-70f1d9e9143f
http://www.82nd-atlanta.com/2016-airborne-awards-festival/?utm_medium=email&sslid=MzG0NDY0MjSyMDAEAA&sseid=MzUxNjY0tjQFAA&jobid=ec45de73-5ee5-42df-afdc-70f1d9e9143f
http://www.pamperedchef.biz/judywilliamson
https://www.facebook.com/judyspamperedkitchen
mailto:Ruffian19@gmail.com
http://www.chattareaveterans.com/
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Hixson Museum of Flight 

Takes You Aloft 

Hixson Museum of Flight events for Saturday, 
March 26, 2016…  

Huey & cobra rides! 
 

Take an historical 
adventure! 
Museum Tours 
Special exhibits 
Food 
Activities 
Special guests 
FUN FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY! 
 
MUSEUM 0F FLIGHT 304 Russell Field Road 
NE, Rome GA 30165. 423.228.2FLY (2359)  
www.hixsonflightmuseum.org 
  
  

James Howard - Sixth Annual Open 
Hangar Gala - April 9, 2016 

 
932 Jubilee Dr, Chattanooga, TN 37421. 
Dress: Civilian Cocktail Attire, Museum Blazer & 
Tie, Military Dress Mess or Dress Blue. 
 
1800-1900 - Reception Silent Auction  
  
1900 - The Main Event  

Dinner  

Invocation  

Brief Program  
 
2000-2230 - Dance The Night Away  

Dancing By THE BEATERS  

DJ & Sound BY Matrix Music 
 
For information on attending the Open Hanger 
Gala, contact Peter O’Hare at 423.228.2FLY (2359)  
 
“To increase the public’s awareness of aviation 
through the flight of historic aircraft while supporting 
the local children’s hospital” 

Lakeshore Programs for 

Injured Military 

 
The mission of Lakeshore is enable people with physical 
disability and chronic health conditions to lead healthy, active, 
and independent lifestyles through physical activity, sport, 
recreation, advocacy, policy and research. 
 
To be eligible for Lima Foxtrot programs, the service member 
must have sustained a severe physical injury during their time 
of service on or after September 11, 2001. Both active duty 
personnel and veterans are eligible.  Lodging, activities, meals 
and travel to and from Birmingham, AL are included in each 
program at no cost. 
 
***************** Operation Perseverance *****************  
http://www.lakeshore.org/lima-foxtrot/operation-perseverance/ 
> (April 13-17) is for military personnel who have sustained 
physical injuries for an introduction to Paralympic sports. 
  
 ***************** Operation Night Vision ********************* 
http://www.lakeshore.org/lima-foxtrot/operation-night-vision/  
(May 4-8) is designed for servicemen and women who have 
sustained a significant eye injury or vision loss.  
 
******************* Operation United Front ******************* 
http://www.lakeshore.org/lima-foxtrot/operation-united-front/  
(June 22-26) is an opportunity for families of severely injured 
servicemen and women to recreate together with other military 
families.  
 
***************** Operation Down Home *********************  
http://www.lakeshore.org/lima-foxtrot/operation-down-home/  
(July 13-17) introduces the entire family of servicemen and 
women who have sustained a significant injury or vision loss to 
recreational sports opportunities.  
 
********************** Operation Refocus  ************************* 
http://www.lakeshore.org/lima-foxtrot/operation-refocus/   
(August 17-22) is a program for servicewomen who have 
sustained spinal cord injuries, traumatic brain injuries, vision 
impairments, amputations, burns, and/or disfigurements. 
 
***************** Operation Rise and Conquer ******************** 
http://www.lakeshore.org/lima-foxtrot/operation-rise-conquer/  
(September 28-October 2) is an extended outdoor adventure 
weekend for servicemen and women who have sustained a 
significant injury or vision loss. 
  
To apply, interested applicants should visit 
http://www.lakeshore.org/lima-foxtrot  to fill out an application. 
Applications are accepted on a first-come, first-serve basis and 
space is limited for each operation.. 
 
Susan Robinson 
Lima Foxtrot Coordinator/Athletics & Recreation 
(205) 313-7461 direct 
susanr@lakeshore.org <mailto:susanr@lakeshore.org>  
www.lakeshore.org <http://www.lakeshore.org>  
http://www.lakeshore.org/ > 

http://www.hixsonflightmuseum.org/
http://www.lakeshore.org/lima-foxtrot/operation-perseverance/
http://www.lakeshore.org/lima-foxtrot/operation-perseverance/
http://www.lakeshore.org/lima-foxtrot/operation-night-vision/
http://www.lakeshore.org/lima-foxtrot/operation-united-front/
http://www.lakeshore.org/lima-foxtrot/operation-down-home/
http://www.lakeshore.org/lima-foxtrot/operation-refocus/
http://www.lakeshore.org/lima-foxtrot/operation-rise-conquer/
http://www.lakeshore.org/lima-foxtrot
mailto:susanr@lakeshore.org
mailto:susanr@lakeshore.org
http://www.lakeshore.org/
http://www.lakeshore.org/
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FIFTY YEARS AGO IN VIETNAM 

– JANUARY 1966 

General Westmoreland’s three point plan to “win the war” by 
1967 was endorsed by the Secretary of Defense and his 
recommendation that overall troop strength be increased to 
400,000 personnel was approved by President Johnson.  Thus 
began a build-up in 1966 of U.S. and Allied troops that would 
double their number by the end of the year.   

The air war over North Vietnam, Operation Rolling Thunder, 
and the bombing by the B-52’s in Operation Arc Light resumed 
with a vengeance after the six day Christmas “truce”.  
However, the military was frustrated by the direct involvement 
of President Johnson in the approval of targets for the air war. 
The system he set up provided that on every Thursday 
morning a target list was presented to him by the Pentagon.  At 
lunch the President and his advisors picked the targets that 
were approved for the following week.  This process frustrated 
military planners on the ground and often hampered the air war 
against mobile targets like the SAM Batteries. 

On January 7, 1966 approximately 8,000 U.S. and Australian 
Army forces launched Operation CRIMP, a massive, joint 
search and destroy operation in a region about 25 miles 
northwest of Saigon. The operation included forces from the 
U.S. Army 3rd Brigade, 1st Infantry Division, and the 173rd 
Airborne Brigade, as well as the 1st Battalion, Royal Australian 
Regiment.  Their objective was to locate and destroy the Viet 
Cong headquarters and stronghold believed to be in that area. 
When allied forces located their objective, they discovered it 
actually was underground, contained in a vast network of 
tunnels. Some 7,500 documents and maps were found there, 
many of which revealed the names and locations of Viet Cong 
agents and other actionable intelligence. It became one of the 
biggest allied intelligence coups of the war. 

 

 

 

The operation occurred in the Ho Bo Woods, a region that was 
largely open terrain punctuated by thick jungle and abandoned 
rubber plantations. Over the course of a week, CRIMP forces 
fought sporadic engagements with guerrillas and seized 
thousands of pounds of supplies, weapons, and rice in 
numerous caches. While firefights with Viet Cong forces were 
intermittent, dense fields of booby traps and landmines caused 
numerous allied casualties, and in some units these devices 
killed more allied soldiers than did enemy fire. 

On January 15, 1965, Major Kathleen I. Wilkes and Sergeant 
Betty L. Adams of the U.S. Women's Army Corps (WAC) 
arrived in Saigon. They were the second and the third women 
to serve in Vietnam as part of the WAC, and the first since 
1963. 

Wilkes and Adams served primarily in and around Saigon. 
Their mission was to train members of the recently established 
South Vietnamese Women's Armed Forces Corps. Wilkes and 
Adams - along with Major Ann Marie Doering who served in 
Vietnam in 1962-1963-were some of the first of what eventually 
became some 12,000 American women who served their 
country in Vietnam. The precise number of women who 
served, however, is not known, due to the limited records kept 
during the period, as well as the multitude of women who 
served as civilians outside the regular military's structure. Eight 

women died 
while serving in 
Vietnam, each 
of them nurses, 
and have had 
their names 
engraved on the 
Vietnam 
Veterans 
Memorial Wall, 
in Washington, 
D.C. 

On January 24th, in the largest search-and-destroy operation 
to date - Operation Masher/White Wing/Thang Phong II - the 
U.S. 1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile), South Vietnamese, and 
Korean forces swept through Binh Dinh Province in the central 
lowlands along the coast. The purpose of the operation was to 
drive the North Vietnamese out of the province and destroy 
enemy supply areas. In late January, it became the first large 
unit operation conducted across corps boundaries when the 
cavalrymen linked up with Double Eagle, a U.S. Marine Corps 
operation intended to destroy the North Vietnamese 325A 
Division. Altogether, there were reported enemy casualties of 
2,389 by the time the operation ended. 

Compiled by RADM Noah Long, CEC, USN (ret) from 
information in 
1. Web Site of the Vietnam War Commemoration 
2. Vietnam, the Naval Story by Frank Uhlig, Jr. 
3. The Pictorial History of the Vietnam War by Jeremy 
Barnes 
4. Web Site: militaryhistory.about.com/od/VietnamWar 
5. Chronicle of the 20th Century 
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5th Annual Women Veterans Summit 
April 29 & 30, 2016 

 

Hampton Inn & Suites Hamilton Place 
Chattanooga, Tennessee 37421 

Fun, Food, Gifts & Networking Opportunities! 
Early Registration is $50 per person through March 1 

($60 per person AFTER March 1) 

 

Register online at: http://goo.gl/forms/xDZvKvaaVu 

Complete the Form & mail as indicated on form 

 

Hampton Inn & Suites Hamilton Place, 2014 Hamilton Place Blvd, Chattanooga TN 
Rooms are blocked until April 8, 2016 at $119 per night (for 2 adults) 

(The hotel’s cancellation & early departure fees apply to ALL reservations. Higher room rates will apply AFTER April 8) 

Please call the hotel directly to make your room reservation: 423-602-7840 

Say you are with “Women Military Summit” to get the $119 rate 
 

Attendees are invited to bring half or a dozen cookies to Friday evening’s “Cookie Social.” Light snacks and soft 

drinks will be provided along with comedic and musical entertainment. Vendors will be on hand to provide unique, 

appealing items as well as information on various support systems.  Saturday’s program is set to include 

presentations on various topics including Veteran benefits, medical services & employment opportunities. Other 

subjects such as financial security, interview tips, volunteer opportunities, etc., will also be discussed. An on-site 

catered lunch will be provided Saturday. 
 

Seating is Limited to 150 Participants 
Questions/Comments about the Summit? 

Contact Patty Parks at 423-326-0839 or pattyjoparks@yahoo.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:pattyjoparks@yahoo.com
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WOMEN GROUNDBREAKERS 
STORYTELLING SERIES 

A Free & Public Storytelling series featuring dynamic, 
local women, sharing their personal stories about 4 of 
today’s Hot Topics: Immigrants, Education, Civil Rights, 
& Veterans. The Lean In-Women Ground Breakers 
(WGB) 6th annual celebration of Women’s History Month 
and International Women’s Day will include an historical 
overview of women in each arena. Space is limited - 
RSVP for yourself, friends, and colleagues now! 

March 3: IMMIGRANTS – The Walden Club, 5-6:30 pm. 
RSVP:http://womengroundbreakers.com/2016-
storytelling/march-3-immigrants-rsvp/  

Storytellers: 

1. Jessica Oliva-Calderin, Immigration lawyer & 
Managing attorney partner/CALDERIN & OLIVA 

2. Nasera Souidi-Johnson, Past Pres./ International 
Council & Pres./ French Council (Chattanooga Area 
Chamber of Commerce) & Manager PMO /BCBS of TN 

Historian: Dr. Lisa Clark Diller, Chair/ History & Political 
Studies/Southern Adventist U. 

Facilitator: Denise Reed, President & CEO/ The 
Concierge Office Suites. 

March 8: EDUCATION – Girls Preparatory School 
(GPS) RSVP: http://womengroundbreakers.com/2016-
storytelling/event-rsvp/  

Storytellers: 

1. Stacy Goodwin Lightfoot, -Vice President of College & 
Career Success/ Public Education Foundation (PEF) 

2. LuLu Copeland - Director of Workforce Development 
& Training/ Chattanooga State Community College. 

Historian: Linda Moss Mine - Chair of History & Social 
Sciences Dept./ GPS, Historian for Hamilton County, & 
Board Member/ Chattanooga History Center. 

Facilitator: Luronda Jennings - Founder & Exec. 
Director/ Journey Educational Services LLC 

 

 

 

 

March 17: CIVIL RIGHTS – Ridgeview Baptist Church, 
5-6:30 pm. RSVP: 
http://womengroundbreakers.com/2016-
storytelling/march-17-civil-rights-rsvp/   

Storytellers: 

1. Ardena Garth Hicks, Former Tennessee Public 
Defender 

2. Franklin McCallie, Civil Rights advocate & Former HS 
principal Historian: Caroline Sunderland, Former Senior 
Educator/ Chattanooga History Center. 

Facilitator: Maria Noel, Diversity & Inclusion/ 
Chattanooga Area Chamber of Commerce 

March 24: VETERANS/ MILITARY - The Gathering 
Place at The Crossing Church (Standifer Gap Rd.) 
RSVP: http://womengroundbreakers.com/2016-
storytelling/march-24-veterans-rsvp-2/  

Storytellers: 

1. Patty Parks, U.S. Navy-retiree, TN State Director/ 
Military Women Across the Nation 

2. Aubrey Williams, U.S. Army, United States Military 
Academy (West Point) 

Historian Major Paul Dean: MA History (Vanderbilt U.), 
Sr. Army Instructor JROTC at Ooltewah HS 

Facilitator Jessica Dumitru: MA International Affairs 
(New York U.), BA European History & International 
Politics (Sewanee) 

 

 

 

March is 

Women’s History 

Month 

 

http://womengroundbreakers.com/2016-storytelling/march-3-immigrants-rsvp/
http://womengroundbreakers.com/2016-storytelling/march-3-immigrants-rsvp/
http://womengroundbreakers.com/2016-storytelling/event-rsvp/
http://womengroundbreakers.com/2016-storytelling/event-rsvp/
http://womengroundbreakers.com/2016-storytelling/march-17-civil-rights-rsvp/
http://womengroundbreakers.com/2016-storytelling/march-17-civil-rights-rsvp/
http://womengroundbreakers.com/2016-storytelling/march-24-veterans-rsvp-2/
http://womengroundbreakers.com/2016-storytelling/march-24-veterans-rsvp-2/
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ROVER News 

ROVER is hosting a sailing event for veterans April 18-
22 April.    We currently have all the tickets purchased 
for the folks from out of town, we have the hotel rooms, 
and we have most of the food vendors ready.  We are 
bringing in representatives from US Sailing.  One of 
them happens to be the most decorated US Sailing 
sailor; Betsy Allison.  She has won every type of race out 
there from the Olympics on down.  She is a personal 
friend and fantastic advocate for veterans.   
 

 
We hope that through a grant we are pursuing with the 
Veterans Administration we can establish an adaptive 
sailing center and school here in Chattanooga over the 
next two years.  This sailing center would not only help 
veterans but be available for non-veterans as well - 
something we hope the city/county can tie into.  We 
believe that this could be another marketing interest for 
the city as it continues its quest to tout itself as the 
outdoor city. 
 
We currently have three wounded veterans from the 
area that have committed to the week-long event.  We 
are hoping to recruit others so that we have the full five 
we need and then a couple of additional persons in case 
of no-shows.  We hope to have others who can’t commit 
to the time required for this event come out and see 
what it is about to participate in future events.  I have 
four more additional sailing events for this year.  This 
event is open to all veterans.  We have participants from 
Vietnam era through today coming. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
So you have situational awareness on the 23rd of April; 
UTC is hosting a seated volleyball tournament for 
R.O.V.E.R..  This is to introduce a new sport and 
opportunity for both able and adaptive veterans as well 
as kids to compete with friends and peers, and if they 
are inclined to pursue a chance in the pipeline for the 
para-olympics.  We will have one of the National 
coaches from the US Para Olympic Team coming.  We 
are working to bring in other college volleyball teams, 
Fraternity/Sorority participation, corporate teams, and 
area high school volleyball teams. This sport can be 
played by anyone as you can see from the video in the 
link https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wxp3kIvgT_o . 
Coach Huseman is going to be putting some of his 
football team on the floor to compete.  We are 
attempting to bring in the US SOCOM team I compete 
with, they are in the train up phase for the DOD Warrior 
Games in June.  This event will serve as a fundraiser as 
well as also show case to area kids that even if you are 
ill or injured there are other sports and events you can 
try. 
 
We ask for your assistance in putting the word out about 
forming teams to compete.   
  
We will start working the media presentation piece 
toward the latter part of this month.  It will be put in 
surrounding newspapers and electronic media outlets. 
 
James Macrellis  
ROVER 
Regional Outreach Veterans Engagement Resources  
Email: jamesm@rover.vet 
Phone: 423.637.3490 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wxp3kIvgT_o
mailto:jeremy@rover.vet
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25th Annual CAVC Awards and 
Installation Banquet 

 
 

Friday, March 18, 2016, 6:00 pm, Chattanooga Trade and Convention Center 
 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
Reservation:  complete this form and mail it with your check to the address below. 
Make your check payable to CHATTANOOGA AREA VETERANS COUNCIL 
 
Name :_________________________________ 
 
Guest(s):_________________________________________________________ 
 
Reserve _____dinners at $30.00 each equals $______________ (total enclosed) 
 

 
OR 

 
 
Organization:_________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Reserve _____table(s) at $225.00 for 8 seats equals $__________(total enclosed) 
 
Please indicate choice of entree for each person attending: 
London Broil_____    Herbed Grilled Salmon_____ 
 
 
The cutoff for reservations is March 15th so don’t delay. 
 
Mail your check to: Chattanooga Area Veterans Council, 
c/o Mark Parks, Treasurer, 6920 Sawtooth Drive, Ooltewah, TN, 37363-6894 
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Employment Skills Workshops 
Presented by Team V.E.T. (Veteran Empowerment Training) 

 A Southern University Student Project  
FREE for Military Veterans 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Workshop Dates: 
Sunday, February 21, Resume Writing 

Sunday, February 28, Interview Skills (with mock interviews) 

Sunday, March 13, Resume Writing 

Sunday, March 20, Interview Skills (with mock interviews) 

 

All workshops are set for 2:00pm - 3:30pm 

At 1800 Rossville Blvd #8, Chattanooga, TN 37404 
 

Refreshments will be provided 
 

No Charge 
for Military Veterans 

 

Register by Email or Phone 

 
Email the following information to 

enactus@southern.edu: 
First and last name 

Email address 
Phone number 

Branch & inclusive years of Military Service 
Preferred workshop date(s) 

 

Call (423) 236-2659 
and provide the following information: 

First and last name 
Phone number 

Branch & inclusive years of Military Service 
Preferred workshop date(s) 

(If no answer, please leave your name & number) 

 

 The goal of Team V.E.T. is to work with veterans in preparation for a 
job search or those who want to create/improve a resume or enhance 
interview skills. 
 These opportunities are stand-alone workshops, allowing participants 
to select the most convenient date(s). Each workshop will last about an hour 
and a half and is limited to a maximum of 25 participants. 

 Please bring your current resume or a list of past employment 
and educational details. Participants may bring a laptop if desired. 

 

Or 

Applicants should be contacted within 24 hours or Monday following a weekend 

registration. 

Registration Deadline is Wednesday evening prior to your preferred workshop date. 

 

mailto:enactus@southern.edu

